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CU Greener Homes - Energy Guide
BUILDING ENERGY RATING (BER)

A Building Energy Rating or BER is an energy label for homes. The rating is a simple A to G scale.

A-rated homes are the most energy efficient and will tend to have the lowest energy bills.
G-rated are the least energy efficient and have the highest energy bills,

For home owners, improving a home’s energy rating will not only enhance the warmth and comfort
of the home, it can significantly reduce energy bills, while also reducing the carbon footprint and
protecting the environment.

In order to encourage people to make their homes more energy efficient, the SEAI offer grants
which are determined by the energy enhancements to the home. In addition, credit unions partici-
pating in this scheme will offer the lowest interest rates for loans which make the biggest energy
improvements.

How is BER calculated?

Your BER is calculated through energy use for space and hot water heating, ventilation, and light-
ing. The number of people likely to occupy a building is also taken in consideration. This is based
on the average number of occupants in buildings of a similar size. BER assessments are carried
out by SEAI registered BER Assessors.

Important BER factors

� Age of property
� Type of build
� Insulation
� Windows and Door type
� Heating system
� Water storage and distribution
� Ventilation
� Renewables
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DEEP RETROFITTING

Deep retrofitting means updating various elements of your home in order to improve its energy effi-
ciency and save you money in energy costs. Usually a retrofit will consist of updating a boiler, heat-
ing system, windows, insulation and more. No two retrofit jobs are the same. It all depends on the
type of house you have and the legacy system in place. However, one thing is certain. Retrofitting
will result in a more energy efficient home, which will have significantly lower energy bills.

Deep Retrofit Measures

Based on the particular needs of a property, a combination of the following measures will be re-
quired for deep retrofitting:

● Floor Insulation
● Wall Insulation (Cavity, Internal & External)
● Windows & Doors
● Attic Insulation
● Heat Pumps
● Boilers & Heating Controls
● Ventilation
● Solar PV
● Stoves (Wood Fuel & Gas)

National Home Retrofit Grant

Under the National Home Retrofit Grant scheme, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland
(SEAI) provide grant funding of up to 35% of the overall cost of the project for eligible homes. To
qualify for this grant, homes must have been built and occupied prior to 2006. The home must be
taken from at least a C3 to a B2 BER.

It is also worth noting that if a new extension is greater than 25% of the original surface area of a
home, the whole building must be rated B2 after work is complete. This means that the property
may need a deep retrofit in order to be extended.

The CU Greener Homes Deep Retrofit Process

1. BER Assessment
Professional surveyors will assess the person’s home and supply them with their current BER.

2. Expert Plan
House 2 Home retrofit experts devise a bespoke plan to upgrade the home in the most efficient
manner.

3. Grant Process
The House 2 Home finance team will work with the applicant to complete the grant process. Once
approved, the grant is discounted up front, which means that the person only needs to pay the out-
standing balance.

4. Project Begins
House 2 Home will complete all the building work on the property to the highest standards
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5. Quality Assurance
After completion of the work, the home is assessed again to ensure that the work has been carried
out correctly and the new BER target has been met.

6. Project Completion
House 2 Home look after the required paperwork and complete the grant process, leaving the up-
grader to enjoy their new energy efficient home.

SHALLOW RETROFITTING

Shallow Retrofitting refers to upgrading a home with individual upgrades. It doesn’t have the same
impact as a deep retrofit but can make a real difference to comfort and energy efficiency. Shallow
retrofit jobs are significantly less expensive than deep retrofit.

The Better Energy Home Scheme Grants

There are grants available for individual home energy upgrades (shallow retrofitting) under the bet-
ter Energy Home Scheme grant system. A list of available grants can be found below:

Bonus Upgrades

CU Greener Homes Grants and Discounts

The CU Greener Homes scheme offers grants and support of up to 40%. The SEAI provide a
range of grant supports of up to 35% to people who are upgrading their homes with a deep retrofit.
In addition, Energia will provide additional support of up to 5% giving a market leading discount of
up to 40% on home improvements.

The additional support to CU Greener Homes customers provided by Energia is based on energy
credits issued under the National Energy Efficiency Obligations Scheme. These are mandated by
the EU Energy Efficiency Directive and governed by the SEAI. As one of Ireland’s large energy
suppliers, Energia must meet its target under this scheme via the collation of energy credits from
relevant SEAI registered installers such as House2Home.

Number of Upgrades Bonus Value

For 3rd Upgrade €300

For 4th Upgrade €100

Energy Upgrade Apartment Grant House Grant

Attic Insulation €400 €400

Cavity Wall Insulation €400 €400

Internal Dry Lining €1,600 Up to €2,400

External Wall Insulation €2,750 Ùp to €6,000

Heat Pump (Air to Water) €3,500 €3,500

Heating Controls Upgrade €700 €700

Solar Energy €1,200 €1,200

BER Assessment €50 €50
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This additional Energia support can significantly reduce the net cost of a home energy efficiency
upgrade. Effectively it is additional financial support that is discounted upfront off the cost of any
works. You do not need to be an Energia customer to avail of grants.

Some individual home energy upgrades (shallow retrofitting) are also supported by Energia.

CU Greener Homes Survey Costs

While the initial phone consultation with an energy expert from House 2 Home is free of charge,
there may be a requirement for a survey of the property. This will depend on the nature of the work
being carried out. An outline of the potential survey costs are below:

● Initial Survey (Pre works BER, Tech Assessment, Proposed Works, + Link to software cal-
culation) €676.50

● Air Tightness (Pressurisation) test: €418.20
● Final BER (incl Document + Evidence for SEAI): €397.25

Shallow fit measures will generally not require a pre works survey. However, a post works BER
survey may be required to complete the SEAI grant process.

CU Greener Homes Scheme Partners

Credit Unions
In order to support the green economy and encourage everyone to strive for most energy efficient
enhancements, participating credit unions are offering the lowest interest rates on work which has
the biggest overall impact on the home’s energy rating.

Energia
Energia is proud to be Ireland’s Greenest Energy Supplier providing 100% green energy to over
250,000 customers. Energia helps homes and businesses across Ireland save on their energy bills
with market leading energy offers and is committed to helping customers reduce their carbon foot-
print with a range of sustainable and smart energy solutions.

House2Home
House2Home is a 100% Irish owned retrofit company. The company provides a complete solution
for home energy improvements including managing the design, application, construction and certi-
fication of the project.


